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THE  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT 

OF  SANDWICH. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR 

1913. 


24th  February,  1914. 


Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen,— 

I  beg  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Public 
Health  of  the  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Sandwich  for 

the  year  1913.  The  area  remains  the  same,  being  756 

acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water).  The  population 
for  statistical  purposes  may  be  estimated  as  being  that 

given  in  the  Census  of  1911,  namely,  3040. 

The  number  resident  in  the  four  Parishes  may  also 
be  considered  to  remain  the  same,  viz.,  St.  Bartholomew, 

36  ;  St.  Clement,  964  ;  St.  Mary,  1132  ;  St.  Peter,  90,8. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  as  occurring  within 
the  Urban  Sanitary  District  was  34  ;  one  of  these  was 

Accidental,  in  a  child  (by  drowning)  ;  deducting  this,  it 
leaves  a  total  of  33  representing  deaths  due  to  disease  or 
old  age,  dying  within  this  Borough  District,  which 
number  yields  a  death-rate  per  thousand  of  10.8.  To  this 
number,  under  the  new  system  adopted  in  last  year’s  report, 
may  be  added  the  number  of  deaths  transferred  to  us  from 
the  Infirmary,  the  Asylum,  and  Public  Hospitals,  which 
was  seven,  viz.,  4  from  the  Workhouse  Infirmary,  2  from 
Canterbury  Hospital,  and  1  from  Chartham  Asylum 
(although  some  of  these  had  not  for  years  resided  in 
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Sandwich).  The  percentage  per  thousand  of  our  popula¬ 
tion  allocated  to  us  is  therefore  2.3,  which  gives  a  total 
rate  of  13.1  from  both  sources,  as  compared  with  13.8 
for  the  previous  year. 

The  number  of  persons  dying  in  each  Parish  was 
as  follows:  St.  Peter’s,  12;  St.  M  ary’s,  12;  St.  Clement’s, 
8;  St.  Bartholomew’s,  2;  and  as  regards  time,  10  occurred 
in  the  first  quarter,  7  in  the  second,  8  in  the  third,  and 
9  in  the  last,  the  mortality  during  the  first  six  months 
of  the  year  and  the  last  six  months  being  practically  the 
same.  In  the  year  1912  it  was  noted  the  mortality  was 
considerably  higher  the  latter  half  of  the  year,  which  as 
a  general  rule  in  this  District  is  not  the  case. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  Deaths 
occurring  within  the  Borough  during  the  past  5  years. 


1909  42 

1910  36 

1911  31 

1912  37 

1913  34 


and  shows  from  these  figures  the  year  1913  to  have  had 
a  death-rate  below  the  average. 

The  number  of  Births  registered  during  the  twelve 
months  was  54,  giving  a  birth-rate  of  17.7  per  thousand, 
as  compared  with  18.5  per  thousand  in  1912. 

The  total  number  of  Births  during  each  year  since 
1908  is  as  follows: 


1909 

71 

1910 

61 

1911 

53 

1912 

57 

1913 

54 

It  should,  however,  be 

recorded  that  last  year  one 

birth  was  notified  as  being 

transferred  to  us,  the  illegiti- 

mate  child  of  a  Sandwich  woman,  thus  making  a  total  of 
55  apportioned  to  this  District. 

3 

The  following  is  a  Summary  of  the  causes  of  death 
as  certified  (in  Sandwich)  during  the  year  1913: 


Cancer  .  4 

Pneumonia  .  6 

Broncho  Pneumonia  .  1 

Nephritis  .  2 

Bronchitis  .  5 

Heart  .  5 

Tuberculosis  Pulmonaris  .  1 

Meningeal  .  1 

Whooping  Cough  .  2 

Rickets  .  1 

Paralysis  .  1 

Old  Age  . 3 

Accidental  .  1 

Certified  as  Natural  after  an  Enquiry  1 
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In  addition,  the  causes  of  transferred  and  assigned 
deaths  occurring  in  the  Public  Institutions  before-mentioned 
is  stated  to  be  :  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  3,  Cancer  1, 
Appendicitis  1,  Senile  Degeneration  2. 

When  considering  the  birth  rate  and  death  rate  as 
given  in  the  above  figures,  it  should  be  remembered  that 
the  existing  Ancient  Charities  in  this  Town  have  probably 
always  drawn  an  undue  proportion  of  elderly  persons  in  the 
hope  of  obtaining  some  benefit,  and  that  this  proportion 
must  relatively  tend  both  to  diminish  the  birth  rate  and 
increase  the  death  rate  to  some  extent. 

During  the  year  4  Infants  died  under  the  age  of  1 
year.  The  causes  were  chiefly  Respiratory,  3  being  due 
to  Broncho  Pneumonia  or  Pneumonia,  and  1  to  Whooping 
Cough.  Sixteen  persons  died  upwards  of  65  years  o'f  age, 
the  oldest  being  a  female,  age  89.  One  person  died  from 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  age  48,  after  suffering  for  many 
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years,  whose  husband  previously  had  died  from  the  same 
complaint.  Cancer  caused  4  deaths,  as  it  did  in  the  pre¬ 
vious  year  ;  I  am  glad  to  report  that  no  death  was 
certified  as  being  due  to  any  Zymotic  Disease,  as  was 
also  the  case  in  the  year  1912.  Of  the  total  number  of 
deaths  registered  as  dying  from  disease,  viz.,  33,  twenty 
died  within  the  first  year  of  birth,  or  after  reaching  65 
years. 

I  am  glad  to  record  the  fact  that  during  the  past 
twelve  months  we  have  been  remarkably  free  from  any 

Zymotic  Disease,  two  cases  only  being  notified  in  1913, 
1  being  Diphtheria,  the  other  Enteric  Fever.  Two  cases 
of  Chronic  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  also  notified  as 
being  in  the  Borough. 

The  case  of  Diphtheria  occurred  in  the  month  of 

July,  in  a  young  servant  girl  who  returned  to  her  home  ini 
Sandwich  ;  within  14  days  she  developed  Diphtheria.  She 
had  returned  quite  well.  Within  a  few  days  a  house 
drain  was  found  to  be  faulty,  and  the  back  yard  and  pas¬ 
sage  were  opened  up  for  a  fresh  drain  to  be  put  down. 
Much  infiltrated  earth  was  taken  away,  and  it  was  during 
these  operations  infection  occurred.  She  was  immediately 
removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  disinfectants  freely  used, 
and  the  other  inmates  warned.  No  other  cases  occurred, 
but  I  found  it  necessary  to  put  one  member  of  the  family 

in  quarantine  for  a  time,  this  being  a  boy  w  ho 

was  engaged  in  a  baker’s  shop,  and  whose  duty  also  was 
to  distribute  bread.  The  boy  remained  quite  well,  and  on 
obtaining  a  negative  Report  from  the  Bacteriological  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Kent  County  Council,  he  resumed  work  ;  no  other 
case  has  since  been  reported  within  the  Borough. 

The  case  of  Enteric  Fever  was  notified  in  December, 
and  occurred  during  a  period  when  Gastric  Influenza  was 
somewhat  prevalent.  The  man  affected  was  isolated  in  his 
own  home,  with  all  the  usual  precautions.  Examination  of 
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the  premises  and  enquiry  revealed  no  likely  cause.  No 
other  member  of  the  household  suffered,  nor  has  any  fresh 
case  been  reported  in  the  Town. 

Apart  from  Influenza,  no  disease  has  developed  in 
an  epidemic  form  during  the  year  1913,  but  Influenza  itself 
has  been  fairly  prevalent  during  the  twelve  months,  being 
Catarrhal  in  character  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and 
appearing  in  a  gastric  form  towards  the  end  of  it  ;  and 
it  may  be  said  that  throughout  the  year  there  has  been  more 
than  an  average  amount  of  sickness  of  a  general  character, 
in  spite  of  which  we  have  a  diminished  death  rate. 

The  Slaughter-H  ouses  have  each  been  inspected,  and 
reported  to  be  in  a  sanitary  condition.  No  officer  is 
appointed  for  meat  inspection,  or  to  be  present  when  animals 
are  slaughtered.  I  may  perhaps  reiterate  the  remarks  made 
last  year  as  to  advantage  to  be  derived  by  establishment 
of  a  general  Abattoir  outside  the  town,  for  more  humane 
and  sanitary  reasons,  as  also  probably  upon  the  grounds 
of  greater  economic  efficiency,  but  I  am  afraid  other  local 
conditions  are  not  yet  ripe  for  this  to  be  accomplished. 
Bakehouses,  eight  in  number,  have  been  visited,  and  the 
Inspector  reports  them  to  have  been  well  conducted  and  in 
a  cleanly  state. 

The  Street  Scavenging  and  removal  of  night  soil  has 
continued  to  be  done  satisfactorily  by  the  Corporation 
officials,  and  but  few  complaints  are  now  received. 

There  is  a  sSchool  Medical  Officer  in  this  district,  who 
cordially  co-operates  with  me  when  occasion  for  joint  action 
arises,  but  during  the  year  1913  there  has  been  no  need  for 
any  general  action. 

The  number  of  Workshops  on  the  Register  is  nine,  and, 
in  addition,  two  Work-rooms.  On  inspection,  they  were 
found  to  meet  all  sanitary  requirements.  The  Workshops 
are  connected  with  the  trades  of  Joinery,  Cycle  Making, 
Plumbing,  Fellmongerin^,  Millinery,  and  Art  Needlework. 
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Under  the  Housing  Regulations,  a  number  of  houses 
were  visited  and  inspected  ;  five  of  them  were  found  defec¬ 
tive  in  drainage  (untrapped  or  faulty),  and  the  back  yards 
were  damp  and  dirty.  The  owners  were  informed  of  what 
was  necessary,  and  in  all  cases  the  repairs  were  carried  out. 
The  Inspector  informs  me  that  no  Closing  Orders  Were  [given, 
and  no  house  was  found  unsuitable  for  habitation.  I  enclose 
statement  of  Sanitary  Inspector  herewith  concerning  his  action 
during  the  year. 

I  might  here  mention  the  fact  that  “  New  Streets  and 
Buildings  Bye-Laws”  have  been  adopted  by  the  Town 
Council,  and  submitted  to  the  Local  Government  Board 
for  approval  within  the  last  few  months. 

Two  letters  of  complaint  were  received  and  were  the 
subject  of  special  report.  One  as  to  the  sanitary  con¬ 
dition  of  a  cottage  in  New  Street,  which  on  inspection,  &c., 
was  found  to  depend  chiefly — as  is  so  frequently  the  case 
— upon  the  lazy  and  dirty  habits  of  the  occupant,  who 
apparently  was  totally  unable  to  appreciate  the  elementary 
sanitary  conditions  as  to  cleanliness  and  fresh  air;  the 
landlord  was  quite  willing  to  carry  out  some  further  repairs 
in  the  interior  and  had  already  put  the  exterior  in  suit¬ 
able  condition.  The  second  case  of  complaint,  and  one 
very  desirable  in  the  public  interest,  was  found  to  be 
caused  by  refuse,  &c.,  being  brought  from  the  Barracks  in 
an  adjoining  town,  taken  into  a  yard  at  St.  Bartholomew’s, 
where  matter  suitable  for  pigs  was  separated  and  fed 
upon  the  premises,  the  remainder  being  usually  immediately 
taken  away.  This  was  occasionally  omitted,  and  gave  rise 
to  a  very  insanitary  condition.  Immediate  action  was  taken, 
and  the  danger  has  now  been  removed. 

The  question  of  New  Drainage  Scheme  is  still  in  abey¬ 
ance,  the  Consulting  Sanitary  Engineer’s  Report  not  having 
been  received. 

The  Water  in  general  use  is  from  the  Public  Reservoir, 
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practically  all  the  houses  now  being  connected  with  it. 
The  water  when  last  analysed  showed  it  to  be  pure  and 

of  good  quality,  free  from  all  traces  of  sewage,  and  of 

sufficient  quantity.  A  sample  is  sent  to  the  Public  Analyst 
for  examination  every  other  year,  which  is  by  no  means 
too  frequent. 

The  Local  Government  Board,  in  issuing  instructions 
for  this  Annual  Report,  directed  attention  (more  especially 
in  Rural  Districts)  to  an  enquiry  on  the  subject  of  Housing 
of  the  Working  Classes  as  regards  accommodation,  suffi¬ 

ciency,  deficiency,  &c.  At  the  present  moment  I  believe 
there  is  sufficient  accommodation,  but  the  probability  is 
that  more  will  be  needed.  Sandwich  is  in  a  transitional 
state.  The  dominant  factor  will  be  the  advent  or  other¬ 
wise  of  Industries  in  connection  with  the  Kent  Coal 
enterprise.  On  this  point  there  is  still  considerable 

difference  of  opinion,  and  as  a  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
I  need  scarcely  express  my  own  personal  one. 

I  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  W.  HARRISSON, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


THE  SURVEYOR’S  REPORT 

To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  for  Year 
Ending  31st  December,  1913. 

Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1909. 

Under  this  heading  sixty  houses  were  inspected  during 
the  year,  and  five  were  found  to  have  faulty  drains  and 
other  imperfections,  which,  on  giving  notice  to  the 
respective  owners,  the  drains,  &c.,  have  been  remedied 
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and  the  nuisances  abated;  the  remainder  were  in  fairly 
good  sanitary  condition. 

No  cases  have  been  found  where  houses  are  con¬ 
sidered  as  unfit  for  habitation.  No  Closing  Orders  have 
been  issued — the  faults  to  houses  have  been  made  good 
without  Closing  Orders. 

The  principal  defects  to  these  houses  are  the  drain¬ 
age  and  dirty  condition  of  the  back  yards. 

The  principal  class  of  the  occupants  of  these  houses 
are  of  the  working  class,  with  a  weekly  wage  from 
20s.  to  35s.  per  week,  and  the  rents  varying  from 
5s.  to  7s.  6d.  per  week. 

Infectious  Diseases  reported  during  the  year  are 
two :  one  at  37,  Strand  Street,  and  the  other  at  the 
Crispin  Inn.  In  the  former  case  the  person  affected 
was  taken  to,  and  treated  at,  the  Isolation  Hospital. 
In  the  latter  case  isolation  was  carried  out  at  the  home 
of  the  patient  under  medical  supervision,  and  the  rooms 
in  each  case  were  carefully  disinfected,  on  receiving 
Medical  Officer’s  instructions. 

Bakehouses  and  Slaughter-houses. 

These  premises  have  been  regularly  inspected,  and 
generally  found  to  be  well  conducted  and  in  a  cleanly 
state. 

Dairies  and  Cow  Keepers. 

Only  two  are  within  the  Borough  boundary,  and 
these  on  inspection  were  found  to  be  in  a  good  sani¬ 
tary  condition.  The  number  of  cows  kept  were  13 
and  20  respectively,  and  all  were  found  to  be  in  a 
healthy  and  clean  condition.  There  is  one  retail  shop, 
which,  on  inspection,  was  found  to  be  in  a  most  cleanly 
condition. 

The  Haven. 

The  work  on  the  Haven  during  the  year  has  con- 
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siderably  increased,  the  number  of  vessels  entering  the 
Port  being  236.  Fifty-four  of  these  arrived  from  foreign 
countries,  chiefly  from  Belgium,  but  in  no  case  was  any 
illness  reported  of  an  infectious  nature.  The  sanitary 
conditions  of  the  vessels  were  satisfactory. 

Workshops. 

Under  this  heading  eleven  inspections  have  been 
made.  No  serious  defects  reported,  they  generally  being 
found  satisfactory. 

Y ours  faithfully, 

J.  E.  TURNER, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


To  the  Port  Sanitary  Authority  of  Sandwich. 
ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1913. 

24th  February,  1914. 

Gentlemen, — 

I  beg  to  present  the  Annual  Report  required  from 
the  Medical  Officer  of  this  Port.  The  number  of  ships 
entering  this  Haven  has  considerably  increased,  and  is 
stated  to  have  been  236  during  the  year,  as  compared  with 
183  for  the  year  1912.  One  hundred  and  eighty-two  of 
the  number  entering  are  described  as  Coastwise,  being 
regular  traders  passing  in  and  out  during  the  year  with 
general  cargoes  ;  the  remaining  fifty-four  vessels  arrived 
from  Foreign  Ports  ;  one  vessel  with  oil  cake  from  Ham¬ 
burg,  all  the  others  with  stone  or  bricks,  coming  from 
Antwerp,  Ostend,  Nieuport,  and  Channel  Islands.  Those 
arriving  from  Foreign  Ports  are  always  inspected,  and 


their  condition  was  reported  as  satisfactory. 

No  illness  of  any  hind  was  declared  or  notified  on  any 
ship — Coastwise  or  Foreign — during  the  12  months  ;  with 
one  exception,  all  vessels  entering  were  British  owned,  the 
exception  being  Dutch. 

We  very  rarely  pass  through  a  year  without  some 
fatality,  and  this  year  the  accidental  death  of  a  boy  by 
drowning  is  to  be  reported. 

f  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

John  W.  Harrisson, 
Port  Medical  Officer. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year 
1913,  for  the  Urban  District  of  Sandwich,  on  the  Administra¬ 
tion  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  in  connection 
with  Factories,  Workshops,  Workplaces  and  Homework. 
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Area  of  District  in  \  Total  population  at  all  ages  . 3,040  ^  At  Census, 

acres  (land  and  756.  Number  of  inhabited  houses .  743  -  191 1  (cf  Census, 

inland  water)  J  A.verage  number  of  persons  per  house  ...  ...  4  J  Yol.  V.) 


TABLE  2 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the 

Year  1913. 


Notifiable  Disease. 


Small-pox 

Cholera  ... 

Diphtheria  \  in  eluding 
Membranous  croup) 

Erysipelas 

Scarlet  fever 

Typhus  fever 

Enteric  fever 

Relapsing  fever... 

Continued  fever 

Puerperal  fever 

Cerebro-spinal  Men¬ 
ingitis 

Poliomyelitis 
Pulmonary  Tuberculos: 


Totals  ... 
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Number  ot  Cases  Notified. 


At  Ages — Years. 
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Isolation  Hospital : 

EASTRY  UNION  INFIRMARY. 


T otal  cases  removed 

to  Hospital. 


TABLE  3. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  the  Year  1913. 


Nett  Deaths 

at  the  subjoined 

ages 

of 

Total  Deaths 

“Residents”  whether  occurring  within  or 

without  the  District. 

whether  of 

“Residents”  or 

U 

t- 

and 

pwardsJ 

Causes  of  Death. 

1  ages. 

r— H 

T3 

i  under 
years. 

c  under 
years. 

i  under 
years. 

&  unde 
years. 

&  unde 
years. 

^  c/i 
Tj  r 

C  c3 

“non- 

Residents  ”  in 
Institutions  in 

<c 

D 

00 

53  ID 

ID 

ID 
id  c.  n 

ID  3 

the  District. 

CM 

id 

CD 

...  1  Certified 

40 

4 

1 

2 

2 

1 

3 

8 

19 

40 

All  causes  [UnccrtiHed  ... 

1 

1 

1 

Enteric  fever 

Small  pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  fever 

Whooping  cough 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 
Influenza 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Erysipelas 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis) 

4 

1 

2 

1 

4 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

1 

1 

1 

Other  tuberculous  diseases 
Cancer,  malignant  disease 
Rheumatic  fever 

5 

2 

3 

5 

Meningitis 

Organic  heart  disease 

5 

3 

2 

5 

Bronchitis 

5 

5 

5 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Other  diseases  of  Re- 

7 

3 

3 

1 

7 

spiratory  organs 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 
Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 
Cirrhosis  of  liver 

Alcoholism 

1 

* 

1 

1 

Nephritis  &  Bright’s  disease 
Puerperal  fever 

Other  accidents  and  diseases 

2 

2 

2 

of  Pregnancy  and  Partu¬ 
rition 

Congenital  Debility  &  Mai- 

formation,  including  Pre¬ 
mature  birth 

Violent  deaths,  excluding 

Suicide 

1 

1 

1 

Suicide 

Other  defined  diseases 
Diseases  ill-defined  or  un- 

7 

1 

1 

5 

7 

known 

1 

1 

1 

41 

4 

1 

2 

2 

1 

3 

8 

20 

41 

TABLE  4 


infant  Mortality  during  the  Year  1913. 

Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages  under  1  Year  of  Age. 


Cause  of  Death. 

j  Under  1  Week.  | 

j  J  1-2  Weeks. 

2-3  Weeks.  | 

3-4  Weeks. 

Total  under  4 
Weeks. 

4  Weeks  &  under 

3  Months. 

3  Months  &  under 

6  Months. 

6  Months  &  under 

9  Months. 

j  9  Months  &  under 

12  Months. 

All  causes  \  Certified 

J  Uncertified 

I 

I 

2 

f  Small-pox 

Chicken-pox 

J  Measles  ... 

I  Scarlet  fever 

Whooping-cough  . 

^ Diphtheria  and  Croup... 
Erysipelas 

( Tuberculous  Meningitis 
\  Abdominal  Tuberculosis 
vOther  Tuberculous  Diseases  ... 
Meningitis  not  Tuberculous  ... 
Convulsions 

Laryngitis 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)... 

1/  Diarrhoea 
"  (Enteritis  ... 

Gastritis  ... 

Syphilis  ... 

Rickets  ... 

Suffocation,  overlying... 

Injury  at  birth  ... 

Atelectasis 

/Congenital  Malformations 

1  Premature  birth 
)  Atrophy,  Debility  and 

V  Marasmus 

Other  causes 

I 

I 

I 

I 

Totals 

I 

I 

2 

Nett  Births  in  the  year:  Legitimate,  53  ;  Illegitimate,  I  ; 

Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  :  Legitimate  infants  4  ;  Illegitimate  infants,  0. 


Total  Deaths  under 

I  Year. 


